Metrase’s Matt

lution. After riding the les-
bian-chie wave into the mid-
s ard cresting with Ellen's
coming out in 1997, she's been
shovei] back in the closet, long-
ing for the days when Cindy
Crawford shaved k.d. lang on
the cover of Vinity Fair)

AL the moment, gaysploita-
00 sk 00 b a product of re-
ality tedevision, There's no irony
here: It's taken “real” TV to
make gays seem, well, more
real. The genre has promoted
gaysploitation in subversive
(the are-they-or-aren't-they
designers on Froding Speces)
and mot-ao-subwersive WHYE
{pett-ﬂ:hl].l].' blessed E[HIISES
Reichen and Chip an The
Amazing Rocs wre practieally
superheroes: One of them gets
diragped through bull mamrs in
India and still looks grest).

Indeed, the men of guysplod
tation do pretty moch every-
thing better than you, exeept
date. [t's as if network ard ca-
hile televizion exesiptives have
embraced the homo but eonve.
niently left out the sexual. The
reason that fashionista Carson
can tell episode 3's atralght
gy, Tom, “If at any time today
woul want to make oot with e,
st lot me know™ i hesise mo
ong thinks Tom will actually
take him up on the offer (And
by the way, everyhody knows
Kyan, the hunky grooming
guruy, is the Fab 5 membear
moat Hkely to get the stmight
gy to gwitch teams.)

The few attempts to give
gys a TV sex life have bean
pitiful, Brave's other homo-
I‘rfn:nd]:r summar entry, Boy
Meets Bay, is a gay minstrel
show (atick that one in your
peoereis, Bravo), [n this mess, a
handful of stralght puys don
Abererombie & Fiteh clothing
(apparently the straight man's
blaclfaee) aml pretend they're

"Oueer Eye
for the Straight
Guy'is TERRIFIC

and groundbreaking

because it upends
a SAINTLY

STEREOTYPE

gny to woo the unsuspecting
bachelor, As GLAADS enter-
tainment media director Seott
Beomin savs: “We have not
saeeny the straight, eruel equiva-
bent of this. There weren't gay
min [on The Bockeloretle] for
Trsta Lo Ty,

Seripted shows haven't done
mech better, Will & Fraces
Jinek talles a prood guame, but has
el to bard in bexd with = real m-
muintie interest. And Cheeer aa
Folk's chirmeters get into more
zeogad positions than the Kame

| Subra envisioned, but the pro-
| Eram is more a parody of gay

| lifer Its porteayal of drsg-dab-

bling whoretsstic homaes who ds
it on every street corner and
fighe hacknenyed clichés foels ke
a gay version of 1995 blaxploi-
tation spoof, Don ® Be o Menoes
to Soeth Cendral Winle Dvink-
irgy Fomer Jritee fn the Moo,

S0 what eomes after goy-

| sploitation? There are a hun-

dlrexd different theories—I don't
profess to know which one is
right—but here's an idea: As

| s continue Lo make more po-

liticn] progress (the Suprems
Coart has made the ward
sextlommay appropriate for diroer
table conversation and the

Massachusetts Supreme
Lourt is readying to mile on
iy marriagel, TV will firmlly
begin to show us some real
portrayals of hemosexaality n
siteves ane dramas, Right now,
the closest scripted program-
ming comes is S Feat Dnder's
David and Keith, whose hicker-
iy arel finsbdes malke them aeem
less like guy superheroes and
more like actual people.

“The middle ground needs
to b flled in—From gny char-
acters who are white, affluent,
and two-dimensional to those
who are more three-dimen-
sional with romantic lives,”
Seomin says. “Where is the
gay Everybody Loves Ray-
marnd?™ Good paint, In the
meantime, that Romano guy
neads some serious style help.
Pnging Caraon! m {Addeftomal
reporting by Haryn L. Barr
and Jewnifer Avmstrong)

TS | !
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IF THERE'S ANYTHING
Brava's Fab 5 have tougit us,
It"s that big ratings can be as
aasy A4 pulling a familiar
Formnak owt of the closct. Ba-
oy, ot el el Lhal will puf
0 Juper Twist on heters for-
mudas. —.Jonndfor Armetrong
A MIMUTE WITH STAN
HODPFER, Foox. Fall When
Horm Macdonald's titulsr big-
Ciky nEWs Commanlalor moves
to smnl-town Wistermsin, he
encouninrs wacky rural Solk
and disoovers that middle
Americs has gay pecgply 1o,

GAY HOLLYWOOD, AMGC,
At T This documentary
falows a fab 8 of Its owe: Do
finenakers, o writer, an actor,
ansd i drag performee o ook -
ing for their big Drisi,

IT'S ALL RELATIVE, ABC,
Fadl A gury from a conservative
Irigh Cathallc Samiy gets
Engagnd 1o A cdtured Harmard
Bl with two cads.

MR. & MA. HASH, ABC,
2004 Alan Cumming stars as
half of & gay couple whe are
imterior designecs by doy,
amatour sleuths by rght in
mt'shumdwtﬁ,

AMERICAM PRIDE, In
development Duoskin and
Fame mec progduces ST

WONDERFALLS, Foo, 2004
A woman discoers an abiity
i huslp okhaers by following the
urtiegs of talking inanimerie
cljects. They howe ot to sy
sbenil hisr family, including hor
erverachieving lesbian sister,
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