UEER CATTLE CALL

What sormetimes happens whan Mommas let their bables grow up to be cowboys
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LARREY DVOSKIN
“CALLING ALL (GAY) COWBOYS,” read the release.

And the word soon spread like wildfire, across the Internet, through fax lines, relephones, and
tell-a-quesn. From Kansas City, Phoenix, Wichita, and "

it Bronx, they descended on midrown
Manhattan in cowboy hats (or bassball caps), embroidesed suits {ar wifebeaters), rwo-steppin’
boots {or straw-covered originals), and heaps of denim—although three arrived in Day-glo g

ham and “subtle™ day drag. They came o answer the call of muls-platinum producer, Lacey

Dwvoskin, and Academy and Emmy Awarnds” director, Jeff Marpolin namely, oo lasso the coun-
wry's first openly gay country singer, y'all. (With all due respect to the cowboy in the Village
Pecple, who hardly sang country.)

The two showmen, along with Blinkmedia's Frank Cefalo, are chronicling the audition process
for a proposed cealizy show called Amierican Pride, which they plan 1o air on an as-yet-TBD pet-
work (they've picched o many, only one will be chosen), Mew York City's open audition was just
ane H'.-_T‘—-.‘I.l:".'.: a media |::i'—':|' one-——on o mational search thar will reuch down in San Fra NCIECD,
Hawraii, San Antomo, and Lymchburg (1), among ocher |:i.'|. 8, |,-.|‘.|-||_r._-|-.||-||:_ in Mashville, where 50
finalisrs from the thowands of potential man-loving Tim MoGraws, or Shania Twains with
Adam's apples, will compere for the number ope spos

It%s a lirtde bix Amverican Idol, a little bit karaoks night in & gay bar in Dallas. Bur it's all gay,
all counery and, according to Dvoskin, “about tme,”

GEMERE caught up with the Aperican Pride team, their camera crew, PR handlers. and »
throng of reportess. Together we endured a long afternoon of vodeless, Addlers. and more than
a few rone-deaf posees. All of them, however, were more than ready for their elose-ups, and we
were moge than ready o oblige
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THE REAL DEAI
Matt Alber (born Wichita, K5) lives in WHAT'S [N A NAME?
San Francisco and performs eegularly ar Jolanda Lynn (Born Mussel Shoals

the Sondance Saloon. Matr deew gasps, AL}, Portia Lynn (born Drallas

goosebumps, and a maghty cound of seared Austin, TX), and Hedda
applanse once he had finished belting Lynn-Lettace {parts unknown
out his ofiginal song, Weat Took You are The Drixie Chicks with Dackes
5o Longf for print and velevizion, The

Chide Dicks™). Reason for
suditioning: “This country needs

1 good deag country trio. America

s heavy. We bring you Lghe.®

Song chokes: "A pu-pu platter of

3 songs: a rouching ballad called

Argels, anot [

called Drom®

Sorg, and our eloser, Goodinpe

'i.'-'.'q' Alosre wirh This Drg

Everybody forg.™

Fack Dobbins [bom Betvedere, IL),
wid's Deen Singeng coontry Lned
posped msie sance he coeld talk, sang
hig Faith Hill-loving heart ot with a
aover af her Let Me Lot Go, His ficg
reason for anditbonzng: [ had & gay
recond label execusive tell me that i
wonld never |'..|_.'-_:|rn tecause I'm AT,
And then be gasd if POU WANL b SLLy

10 the cloget

WE Can peoDd Bly work

something out.”™ Fis second reason:
HOEDOWN [N MIDTOWN thatlering siereotypes and NCrexEng
Refusing oo let a litde thing liks no mpe viaibility, "My mom’s a champion of
deck to play his cassette slow him down, gay cights oow besiuse she sees how
Jehnny Walker [born Bl Paso, TX) it affects hes Life, My §
ehrikied the studio audience with an grandmother’s an Evangelical

L.yeap-old

umprxnpoy rendion of Cofton-Eyed Chriatian who spent two days in hes

Joe, accompanled by his slectric Aiddle fnding me & loophol
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